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Objective: Mystical literature before Islam in the land of Iran is a literature mixed
with mystery and irony and full of dialogue with the spiritual world. The effort to
know the truth of man and reach the understanding of God is an aspect of pre-Islamic
Iranian mysticism that leaders like Mani, influenced by the Gnosticism, introduced
it into Iranian literature. The writings of Mani and his followers were learned and
taugh for centuries in the eastern lands. This research aims to investigate one of these
aspects of Manichaean beliefs i.e. human predestination and free will and human
duty in liberating the light and reaching the realm of the kingdom, by examining
some surviving Manichaean writings, and then by examining the mystical belief of
Islam on the subject of Determinism and free will, these two views will be compared
by using the notable mystical texts on the subject of predestination and free will.
According to the research, it can be said that from the point of view of these two
creed, the concept of predestination and free will do not actually create a conflict
between two different aspects of human existence, but complement each other. In
this way, human will is a part of divine will in the world system and man has freedom

of action.
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Introduction:

Predestination and free will are important philosophical issues about human actions in all religions
and rituals. Among Muslims, there are different views on the issue of predestination and free will:
One viewpoint that based on which human action is assigned to him and follow his intention and
desire; Therefore, the responsibility of a person's actions lies with him; A view that sees God as
the creator of human action, and a middle view that sees man as the owner of his actions, while
considering his action as subject to divine destiny.

Manichaeism, the religion that Mani was the founder of it, was formed in the first centuries AD in
the land of Babylon and in the area of the Sassanid Empire, and quickly found a place and was
accepted as a religion for centuries, along with other religions and cultures, and even the beliefs of
this ritual affected in religious cultures of later ages. Mani's teachings are based on dualism and
irreconcilability between light and darkness. Mani considers the characteristic of the soul to be
goodness and virtue, and the main nature of the body to be evil. According to the belief of the
Manichaean, the main part of the light captured by the darkness is in the human being and this light
is continuously transmitted from one body to another by means of reproduction, therefore the only
way of piety and virtue is to leave this world. According to the Manichaean, the purpose and the
end of the creation of the world is to separate the particles of light trapped in the darkness.

Some researchers define Manichaeism as a mysticism based on alteration or metamorphosis
(Zarrinkoub, 2010: 24). By learning various mystical beliefs, including Babylonian, Egyptian,
Indian, and especially the views of the Christian-Jewish Gnostics of the Mesopotamia, Mani
brought a mystical tradition to the land of Iran, which remained an influence on Iranian mysticism
and mystical literature for centuries. One of the similarity factors between Mani's beliefs and
Islamic-Iranian mystical beliefs is their view on the predestination and human free will.

Research methodology

This research aims to investigate one of the aspects of Manichaean beliefs i.e. human predestination
and free will and human duty in liberating the light and reaching the realm of the kingdom, by
examining some surviving Manichaean writings, and then by examining the mystical belief of
Islam on Determinism and free will, these two views will be compared by using the notable
mystical texts on the subject of predestination and free will.

Discussion

The Manichaean deterministic view, which is based on their dualistic worldview and on the other
hand, is rooted in the pessimistic traditions of its origin, Babylon, that considers the human being
who has a dual nature and is trapped in a material bondage, inevitably trying to ignore her physical

existence and deal with her inner light. In fact what are spoken about in the Manichean texts are
not a pre-determined destiny and an inevitable human or divine destiny. From Mani's point of view,
the Lord of the heaven, the ruler of the bright paradise, does not play a role in the creation of man,
nor in the game of his fate; The only thing that Mani called wisdom is actually the blessing that is
brought to man by the great father to free himself from the prison that daemons has made for the
soul (God's light imprisoned in the body). In this sense, the concept of predestination is opposed to
determinism. In Mani's viewpoint, not only the destiny of man is not predetermined, but there is a
revolution and rebellion against the destiny, in the conscious man, that - not the gods but the devils
- have set for him. Mani's point of view is completely goal-oriented in expressing this myth that
man came into this world, not by his own will, but by wicked and malicious devils, and now he is
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thinking of freeing himself from the prison of the world; and a righteous and benevolent God has
arranged a creation for him, so that in an unwanted predestination, but leading to a clear end free
himself from the physical trap and reach his eternal and endless origin. In this view, man has duty
and assignment to accomplish God's goal; and that is an effort to gain knowledge and become a
mystic, to know God and the goal and to take steps towards Him.Argument about the issue of
predestination and free will has been common for a long time among Islamic scholars and
philosophers. In the Qur'anic verses, hadiths and narratives, you can also see the views related to
predestination and free will. These verses and hadiths sometimes support predestination and
sometimes free will. In the belief of Muslim mystics, man is both bound by predestination and has
free will. Just as God is the creator of man, he is also the creator of his actions. The good and bad
deeds of a person are recorded by God's destiny and providence; but man is not forced in his actions.
Man obtains power from God and chooses to do something with his will. So man's free will means
that God creates free will in him. In this way, while man is not bound by determinism, all actions
are not assigned to him.
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Conclusion

The Manichaean based their beliefs on the existence of an unknown God in the bright realm that
does not interfere in the matters of the material world. For this reason, what happens in worldly
and material affairs is due to a sinister and demonic destiny that is determined by a god with a
lower or even an evil and criminal one. In this fate, the human body becomes the dirty place of the
light that has been stolen from the kingdom of God and has descended to material world. Man is
unaware of this demonic duty and has unknowingly been placed on the path of this destiny.

But beyond this ominous fate, the decree of God, the Ruler of Heaven, is on something else, and
the release of the piece of heavenly light that is the missing part of his existence, this event is
inevitable and must happen. This shows an image of divine predestination that wants nothing but
the goodness of man and the liberation of the light, that is, the human soul. Man in this world is
free to choose between ignorance and knowledge. If he chooses ignorance and remains in the trap
of matter, he will remain in this trap even after death, and he will be imprisoned in another form of
physical body, or he will return to the world and wander in a cycle of reincarnation. But by choosing
Gnosis, who is a gift sent to him by the brightness God, and by opening his eyes, he will be on
another path, which is goodness, and has no abode but the brightness paradise.

In the opinion of Muslim mystics, on the one hand, God is the creator of man and his actions, and
on the other hand, man is free and responsible for everything he does. The solution of Muslim
mystics for the contradiction of predestination and free will is that man is neither absolutely free
nor absolutely forced, but man is conquered by God's command to do something of his own free
will; That is, they consider the free will of man to be registered in the divine destiny and absolute
will of God. Man freely chooses to fulfill the destinies that his Lord has set for him formerly.
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