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Objective: The world system is a longitudinal system sent down from the divine
treasures of the Unseen: " Here is not a thing but that its sources are with Us, and
We do not send it down except in a known measure.” And He holds the key to the
sending down: “With Him are the treasures of the Unseen; no one knows them
except Him.” And the Best Names are the key to the sending down: “Say, ‘Invoke
“Allah’ or invoke ‘the All-beneficent.”” Whichever [of His Names] you may
invoke, to Him belong the Best Names.” Using the descriptive- analytical method,
this article aims to answer this question: From the viewpoint of Ibn Arabi, how are
the multiplicities of multiple worlds sent down from the treasures of the unseen
without His containing any kind of multiplicity? Various theories have been put
forward in this regard. According to Ibn Arabi and his followers, God's essence is
an absolute existence that has no manifestation. All perfections are integrated in the
divine essence. The first manifestation of the essence of the Almighty God is the
knowledge of the truth in its own essence, referred to as the first determination. The
next level of manifestation of the divine essence in the station of essence is for
essence with all the details of fixed names and essences, referred to as second
determination. Divine names and fixed essences are manifested in the divine
essence, and finally, these essences are realized with the most sacred effusion
outside and form the process of the sending down of the levels of existence from the
world of intellects with all its concomitances, the imaginal world and the world of
nature with all its length and breadth.
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Introduction

The universe has descended from the treasures of the Unseen, “There is not a thing but that its sources are with Us,
and We do not send it down except in a known measure.” And the key to this descent and its expansion is with God
Himself “With Him are the treasures of the Unseen; no one knows them except Him; and the Best Names are the key
to this decent “Say, ‘Invoke ‘‘Allah’’ or invoke ‘‘the All-beneficent.”” Whichever [of His Names] you may invoke, to
Him belong the Best Names.” On the one hand, the Almighty God is the pure simple existence in whose Divine Essence
there is no multiplicity. God is an Existence immersed in perfection and power. All attributes and names are integrated
in the station of Essence. On the other hand, all the creatures with all multiplicities and diversities are emanated from
the Divine treasures of the Unseen. This research deals with Ibn Arabi’s theory of the emanation of multiplicities from
the divine treasures of the unseen and answers the following questions:

How has this multiplicity descended from the one simple essence? How has this multiplicity developed? What is the
relationship between the multiplicities and the one simple existence?

Methodology

Using the descriptive, analytical and library methods, this article has been written based on the interpretive and mystical
texts of Ibn Arabi’s school. The ideas have been extracted from original mystical sources.

Discussion

In response to the above questions, different intellectual schools have offered some answers. They all agree that Divine
Essential knowledge is the first key to the descent of existence from the Divine Essence. According to the theory of
unity of existence, the God Almighty is the one simple existence that covers all the universe. He is an infinite entity
with no name. The first name one can use to refer to God is essential unity which is the knowledge relationship obtained
from the presence of the Essence for Himself. It has two aspects: the inner or hidden aspect that is related to the essence
and is called unity, and the manifest or outer aspect that is related to multiplicities and is called Oneness (Ibn Arabi,
1/11/1946).

The initial determination of True unity, which can be considered as an attribute in the aspects of unity and oneness, is
called the First Determination and is the presence of the Essence with all the perfections for Himself. At this level, the
essence of the almighty God, with all the attributes of glory and beauty embedded in the essence, gets manifests for
Himself. This is the first key to the descent from the divine essence. Next is the level of oneness in which all the divine
names and attributes along with their requirements, i.e. fixed essences, are manifested in the divine essence with
difference in meaning but unity in examples. (Forghani, 1379 /128). This level of the divine manifestation is called the
Second Determination. The next level is the emergence of existences outside the Essence, and the first emanated
existence is a single simple one that includes all the possible existences in the form of integration and is referred to as
the distributed emanation; since all the creatures are the manifestations of the divine names with some levels, God
creates this distributed existence with His Supreme Name, i.e. Allah, which is the manifestation of the Supreme Name
of God, This distributed emanation is not separable in the course of descent; Rather, it is a single, simple existence
that, once radiated to entities, is manifest as intellect at one level, as an imaginal existence at the next level, and as
human, animal, plant, and inanimate object at the following levels. These specific existences are the determinations of
the distributed existence. At each level, the distributed emanation appears in the form of that level. Therefore, the
distributed emanation is the one reality with different manifestations at each level of descent with special attributes
and the simple existence exists in all of its levels (see: Ibn Arabi, 1946/2/247). The presence of the distributed existence
in different levels is manifesting, not vacating (see Javadi Amoli, 1383/386).
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Conclusion
All intellectual schools agree that God's inherent knowledge is the key to the descent of beings. The Noble Qur'an has
attributed the descent of beings to the Best Names of God. Ibn Arabi’s school has interpreted and analyzed the descent
of beings from the Best Names of God, and argued that the treasures of the Unseen have been disclosed through the
determinations of the Essential Names. Essence has two aspects, the hidden or inner aspect that is called unity and the
manifest aspect that is called oneness. The first appearance of the true unity is the manifestation of the essence in the
station of essence with all the attributes integrated in the essence, which is called the First Determination.

The second manifestation of the essence with all its names and attributes is called the Second Determination, and
these manifestations are related to the Supreme Essence. Later, with an act of love, He created the fixed determinations
in the external world with the word "be". What comes into existence through the All-Comprehensive name is a single
simple existence that cannot be discomposed. With the radiation of this simple existence through a name of the Best
Names that are manifested in All-Comprehensive, different essences appear and this descent of the divine essence is
in the form of manifestation.
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