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Objective: Oruj (narratives of otherworldly journeys)"; In the mythological
literature of the East and the West, the relationship between man and the gods is an
inseparable part of the narrative culture, and it is a great example of communication
with the unseen. In Abrahamic religions, there are many examples of ascension. The
purpose of the following article is to find out the relationship between the views of
early Islamic Muslims on the Ascension of the Prophet (PBUH) and other famous
examples of Ascension in the pre-Qur'anic period. For this purpose, the opinions of
the Arab Muslims in the first two centuries of the Hijri around the ascension of the
Prophet (PBUH) have been analyzed by analytical-descriptive method and with a
historical approach. The hypothesis is that with the passage of time, the Muslim
view of the ascension of the Prophet (PBUH) has become less distant from the view
of believers in other instances of ascension. The results confirm this hypothesis
along with the crystallization of the substantive roots of Ascension during the first
two centuries of Hijri in the Ascension of the Prophet (PBUH) and the proximity of
the Ascension of the Prophet (PBUH) to the lineage of Ascension in Abrahamic
religions (although there are differences in the path taken and there are other
propositions), in addition to the interaction of Muslims with the book owners, the
role of archetypes and collective unconscious values of the Arabs was considered to
be effective in the reason for this result.
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Introduction

The ascension of humans beyond the world has a long-standing history in human narrative
traditions and is considered one of the distinct and thought-provoking subjects in the mythological
accounts from the East to the West of the ancient world. In the Abrahamic religions, several
instances of ascension are also well-known. This study focuses on the ascension (Mi'raj) of the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

The Mi'raj of the Prophet (PBUH) has always attracted the attention of many Muslim and non-
Muslim scholars in various fields such as mysticism, jurisprudence, exegesis, poetry, painting, and
others. However, research shows that comparisons between the Mi'raj of the Prophet (PBUH) and
other contemporaneous instances of ascension have not been conducted.

The aim of this study is to explore the relationship between the development of views on the Mi'raj
of the Prophet (PBUH) and other well-known instances of ascension in pre-Islamic civilizations
(including both Abrahamic and non-Abrahamic religions, as well as other belief systems).

Two specific questions are posed: First, to which tradition of ascension in mythological
civilizations is the Mi'raj of the Prophet (PBUH) most closely related? Second, how did the
relationship between other instances of ascension and the Mi'raj of the Prophet (PBUH) evolve
during the first two centuries of the Islamic era?

Research methodology

The approach of this research is the history of the concept, as it seeks to understand the perception
of the Mi'raj from the perspective of its audiences over time. The innovation of this study lies in
the application of a conceptual approach that examines the understanding of the Mi'raj from the
viewpoint of its audiences throughout history.

To answer the raised questions, the authenticity of the narrations is considered as the first
assumption, as this work is not primarily concerned with validating or dating the narrations or
related subjects. Furthermore, the large volume of Mi'raj narrations does not support such an
approach (see: the article "Typology of Mi'raj Narrations" (1403)).

The point of contention lies in the fact that, based on the assumption of the authenticity of the
narrations, attributing them to the companions of the Prophet (Sahabah) leads to encountering
narrations that provide very detailed accounts of the Prophet’s (PBUH) perceptions during the
ascension. If these narrations are attributed to the companions, a lack of clarity arises, creating a
distance that practically disrupts the tracing of the development of viewpoints. Additionally, the
emergence of such supplementary discussions and doubts surrounding the Prophet’s (PBUH)
Mi'raj, which seem unlikely to have been of concern to the companions during the first century—
some of whom even questioned the legitimacy of the journey itself—requires precise and
independent research.

The solution proposed by the authors is the second assumption: attributing the narrations only to
the authors of the books (and not the companions), provided they serve as confirmation. In this
case, while adhering to the assumptions, the research proceeds with greater trust and probability.
Although attributing the narrations to the authors of the books (rather than the companions) may
obscure the speed and progression of the changing views on the Prophet's (PBUH) Mi'raj, the two-
century gap, especially when dealing with the first two centuries of the Islamic era, does not
significantly hinder the research process.

With the aforementioned assumptions, the study first reviews the well-known instances of
ascension in pre-Islamic civilizations, categorized by geography (East, Middle, and West). After
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presenting the shared and distinct statements between these instances and the Prophet's (PBUH)
Mi'raj, the research explores which tradition the Prophet's (PBUH) Mi'raj is more closely related
to, and what path it has followed over two centuries.

To clarify the change in perspectives, the starting point (the time of the Prophet's Mi'raj) is
compared with the endpoint. More precisely, the reaction of the first audience to the Mi'raj, as
recorded in historical and narrative books, is compared with what the authors of the books in the
second century Hijri have written.

Discussion

Initially, without delving into the details, a review of the instances of ascension, recognized as such
by believers regardless of their legendary or external occurrence, has been conducted according to
the geographical boundaries of civilizations: the East (China and India), the Middle (Iran,
Mesopotamia, and Egypt), and the West (Greece and Rome).

Subsequently, the ascension of Jewish and Christian prophets, including Jesus (PBUH), Abraham
(PBUH), Moses (PBUH), Solomon (PBUH), John (PBUH), Ezekiel (PBUH), Jacob (PBUH), and
others, has been examined through reference to the holy books (the Quran and the Bible).

After that, the ascension of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) has been discussed based on what is
mentioned in Islamic sources. First, the views of the early audiences who were informed by the
Prophet (PBUH) about his journey have been presented. Then, the shared and distinct statements
regarding the Mi'raj of the Prophet (PBUH) over the course of two centuries have been compared
with those found in other instances of ascension.

Conclusion

Overall, over time, perspectives on ascension have aligned with those seen in other instances of
ascension. Moreover, the elements that researchers have identified as the essential roots of
ascension have been clearly manifested in the Mi'raj of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) over the
course of two centuries.

A review of instances of ascension reveals that concerns about the fate of humans after death, the
possibility of returning to the world, and communication with otherworldly realms were questions
that gave rise to the narratives of ascension. The boundaries and nature of these ascensions were
shaped by the geographical borders of Eastern, Middle, and Western civilizations.

In response to the first question, by comparing the initial and final views on the Mi'raj of the
Prophet (PBUH), and noting the similarities between various instances of ascension, the study
concludes that, over time, the distance between the views of the Prophet's (PBUH) Mi'raj and other
instances of ascension has lessened. Many of the essential roots attributed to ascension have, over
two centuries, manifested in the views on the Mi'raj of the Prophet (PBUH). The views on the
Prophet's (PBUH) Mi'raj evolved from seeing it as a falsehood to recognizing it as a form of
spiritual maturity.

In addition to the early interactions of Muslims with the authors of holy books, another reason for
the emergence and transformation of these views is the influential role of archetypes that shaped
collective unconscious beliefs among the people of the region. Furthermore, due to the fundamental
differences in the purposes of ascension in the civilizations of the East, Middle, and West, as well
as the similarities with ascension in the Abrahamic religions, the connection between the Mi'raj of
the Prophet (PBUH) and the tradition of ascension in the Abrahamic faiths has become clearer.
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