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Objective: Divyasna cult, which is often mentioned in opposition to Mazdayasna,
is one of the common cults in ancient Iran, whose traces can be discovered back to
the ancient times. Examining Avesta and Pahlavi texts and re-reading some ancient
inscriptions assist us to approach their beliefs, rituals and ceremonies. Be that as it
may, in terms of their beliefs and rites, believers of Divyasna have resemblance with
some religious and ethnic groups or some social classes of their point in history,
which makes it difficult to acknowledge them and to clearly outline the edges of
their genesis, life and stance among the Mazdaysnans. Notwithstanding this,
Divyasnans had such gigantic political, religious and social impact that they became
one of the agitations of the Achaemenid kings, and they came to be the subject of
repetitive objurgation in the ancient and later Avesta, an Achaemenid inscription, as
well as the first-hand Pahlavi texts. Taking notice of the linguistic developments of
the Indo-European and then Indo-Iranian people, punctuality in the metamorphoses
of the meaning and examples of some key words such as Daeva (=demon),
acknowledgement and inspecting the line of distinction between different castes of
Iranian people such as Medians and Persians, endeavor to precisely apprehend the
substructure of Mazdaysnan’s theology, for instance dualism And unearthing the
underlying cause of the prevalence or prohibition of certain rituals, such as blood
sacrifice, helps to be cognizant of the cult of Divyasna more meticulously.

Cite this article: Soleimani (Khorshid), M., & Montazeri, SS. (2025). Inspetion of Divyasna Cult in Ancient Iran. Studies in

Comparative Religion and Mysticism, 9 (1), 151-184.

DOIL: http//doi.org/10.22111/jrm.2025.49840.1229

m © The Author(s). Soleimani (Khorshid), Marzieh. Montazeri, Seyyed Saeedreza. Publisher: University of
BY N

c Sistan and Baluchestan

DOIL: http//doi.org/10.22111/jrm.2025.49840.1229




Studies of religions and comparative mysticism, 9th period, 1st issue, 1404 152

Introduction

The Cult of Divyasna, which is often mentioned in contrast to Mazdaysna, is one of the common cults in
ancient Iran, the traces of which can be traced and identified to earlier times. The purpose of writing this
article is a historical and religious research on this cult. By examining Avesta and Pahlavi texts and rereading
some ancient inscriptions, a perspective of the beliefs of the Divyasna and how their rituals and ceremonies
were held is obtained. At the same time, the people of Divyasna, in terms of their beliefs and rituals, have
similarities with some religious and ethnic groups or some social classes of their era, which makes it difficult
to recognize them and to draw clear lines of their formation, life, and position among the Mazdaysna.
However, the Devyasna were so influential politically, religiously, and socially that they became one of the
concerns of the Achaemenid kings and were taunted and cursed in the Old and Late Avesta, an Achaemenid
inscription, and primary Pahlavi texts. Paying attention to the linguistic developments of the Indo-European
and then Indo-Iranian peoples, paying attention to the semantic and contextual changes of some key words
such as daeva (=demon), recognizing and examining the line of distinction between different castes of
Iranian peoples such as the Medes and the Persians, trying to correctly understand the foundations of
Mazdayasnan's theology such as dualism, and finding the root cause of the prevalence or prohibition of
some rituals such as the custom of blood sacrifice, helps to better understand the Divyasna cult. The initial
assumption of the research is the conceptual and empirical existence of three groups of demons and,
consequently, three groups of demons in Avesta and Pahlavi texts. The main question of this article is who
the divyasnan are and what their cult is, and it also addresses the following sub-questions: What is the name
of the leader of the divyasnan? Can this title be applied to the eastern and bloodthirsty tribes or other Anirani
(= savage and bloodthirsty non-iranians) Did the Avesta teach Zoroastrians how to eradicate demons and
fight against devifinan?

Research Method

This research was conducted using the library method and text citation, and the research sources included
books, scientific articles, research reports, electronic databases (if needed), and other reliable sources. To
achieve better results, first, the necessary keywords were identified and then the sources were evaluated and
reviewed by searching for sources and referring to reliable sources. In this process, the credibility of the
sources is measured by analyzing components such as publication date, author credibility, and publication
base, and then the available information is classified based on the subject, research method, or theoretical
framework. Text citation is done in the standard APA style with the aim of respecting intellectual property
rights and clarifying the source of information, and its basic principles such as in-text citation and distinction
between ideas are observed. By using these two methods, an attempt is made to prevent the repetition of
previous research and to provide the possibility of reviewing and replicating the results.

Discussion

In Zoroastrianism, a Divyasna is a worshiper of a demon or a false god or a follower of a false religion, who
is opposed to Mazdayasna (Sharifi, 2008: 665) and is often used interchangeably with Druvand. Some say
that the Divyasnan were the worshippers of the gods who gathered around the triangle consisting of “Indra”,
“Saurovah” and ‘“Nahathiyeh” who were considered to be the true gods (Christensen, 2535: 56). In this
view, the Divyasnan were “some of the Iranian tribes who worshipped demons or performed rituals to
appease them” (Yarshater, 1389: 457). This demon worship apparently continued in some remote areas,
especially the mountainous parts of Sogdia, until the time of the Muslim conquest of these regions (Boyce,
1979: 115).

But the general picture presented in the Gahan of the demons and the divyasnan shows that the demons were
gods worshipped by the ruling class, and the divyasnan, in addition to these corrupt rulers, included people
who had worldly and political power and influence. They used excessive intoxication, massacred livestock,
destroyed pastures, and resorted to force and war against the mazdayasnans who were the victims of their
violent actions (Molaei, 2017: 385). However, since the position of the Divan in the ancient Avesta is very
complex and in some texts, the Damons is mentioned only under the general title of Deo and alongside
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magicians, fairies, tyrannical rulers, Kavis and Karpans, it is not possible to determine their exact identity
and nature, and thus, the conceptual and contextual scope of the Divyasnan is also very broad and somewhat
ambiguous. To the extent that some researchers have included Divyasna among the quantitative terms of
social sciences or social vocabulary and, for example, have called the term Nazdishteh the “near land” or
“marzoo-boom” of the Divyasna (Azkaei, 2018: 102) and others consider the Divyasna and the magicians
mentioned in the Pahlavi texts to be “the product of Zoroastrian imagination” (De Yong, 1997: 180).

In the Avesta, the word "Divyasnan" is often used to refer to the Turanians. The word "Divyasnan" is used
with the adjective "false worshipper" only in one place, and it appears from the Avesta that at the time this
holy book was compiled, the people of Mazandaran and Gilan, or a part of them, still adhered to the same
old Aryan religion and believed in a group of false gods and demons. Because, "the Avesta often speaks of
the demons of Mazandaran (Mazana) and the false worshippers of Daylam and Gilan (Varana). In it,
Zoroaster himself often complains about them, who are the causes of people's misguidance and deceive
them through their false teachings" (Pourdavoud, 1347: 57-58).

Conclusion

Demon worship has been prevalent in Iran since ancient times and reached the time of Zoroaster and after
him. Among the scholars of ancient Iranian religions, there is still no agreement on the nature, beliefs, and
rituals of the demon worshipers and their climatic and racial range. However, the contrast between the
Demon-worshipers and the Mazda-worshipers in the Avesta to some extent indicates the origin and location
of the Divyasnan, their socio-cultural characteristics, beliefs, and customs. In terms of concept and example,
the Divyasnan encompass a wide range of worshipers of demonic beings, homosexuals, and corrupt rulers,
to enemy countries and tribes, whom the Shahnameh calls Turanians and, of course, Aniranis, and are among
the greatest enemies of Iran. They had great power and influence in some periods, and if we consider them
as eastern marauding tribes according to one hypothesis, signs of their presence can be seen in Avestan
texts, Pahlavi works, and the inscription of Xerxes' court. In this regard, their rituals and beliefs should be
analyzed within this framework. Evidence of the presence of the demons in the ceremonies of the
Mazdayasnans, their disregard for the rituals of purity and nutrition, their bloodthirsty and predatory nature,
and their use for medical experiments support this hypothesis. On the other hand, some abstract concepts
and detailed descriptions of the types of demons alongside magicians and fairies increase the possibility that
the term "demons" has gone through two existential and conceptual stages (including the worshipers of the
deity and the hostile tribes), the components of which sometimes mix with each other, making it difficult to
distinguish them from each other. Despite the semantic and ritual similarities between the Divyasnan and
the Magus/Magi, these two classes must be separated from each other and, relying on first-hand texts, their
origins, beliefs, and continuity of life must be explored. The meaning and function of the Divyasnan leaders,
as well as the manner of their leadership and presiding over rituals, can be achieved by considering the
parallel Vedic texts and comparing them with Avestan sources. However, the identification and possible
comparison of the bloody and predatory eastern tribes with them is not possible without referring to reliable
historical books.
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