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Objective: The subject and concept of covenant in the sacred texts of Abrahamic
religions, particularly in the Old Testament, has been of great significance. This
consensus is somewhat prevalent among biblical scholars that the entire Bible is a
detailed account of the principle of covenant in these two religions. In the Holy
Quran, verse 172 of Surah Al-A'raf addresses this subject, and its meaning and
message have been noted by interpreters. This study, using a descriptive-analytical
method, conducts an analytical and comparative examination of this verse in five
interpretations: Al-Mizan, Tafsir Nemooneh, Tafsir Al-Manar, Tafsir Tasnim, and
Fi Zilal al-Qur'an. The interpreters of these five interpretations do not have a unified
view on the verse of the covenant, and each has presented a specific explanation of
the 'Aalam al-Dharr' (Realm of Atoms) mentioned in this verse.The research
findings indicate that Allameh Tabatabaei provides the most different interpretation
of this verse, believing that the 'Aalam al-Dharr' is the same as the spiritual realm,
which, if a person pays attention to their spiritual existence through their heart, they
will understand those universal monotheistic teachings. Although Javadi Amoli is a
student of Allameh Tabatabaei, he slightly differs from his teacher in this regard; he
initially considers this realm to be an external reality, stating that this realm is the
same as human nature and disposition. Ayatollah Makarim Shirazi adheres to the
theory of representation in the verse of the covenant. Sayyid Qutb considers this
realm to be the nature of monotheism, the realm of revelation and reason, while
Rashid Rida refers to the "denial of the original Realm of Atoms" and in another
part, he believes in the same rational and revelatory aspect.
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Introduction

Regarding verse 172 of Surah Al-A’raf, known as the Covenant verse in the Realm of Dharr, the
Realm of Alast, the Realm of Shadows, or the Realm of Spirits, various perspectives exist. The
content of this verse refers to the covenant made between God and His servants. Scholars, exegetes,
and other researchers have expressed diverse interpretations of this verse. For instance, Allama
Majlisi notes that the concept of the covenant is beyond the comprehension of most people.
Similarly, Allama Tabatabai highlights the profound subtleties and peculiarities of the verse in his
interpretation. Nevertheless, the central question remains: what does this covenant signify in this
verse, and what implications does it bear for humanity? To explore this topic further and potentially
uncover commonalities or definitive aspects, five major Islamic commentaries—namely Al-Mizan,
Al-Manar, Fi Zilal Al-Qur'an, Tafsir-e-Nemooneh, and Tasnim—have been analyzed. These
particular commentaries were chosen for their acceptance, comprehensiveness, and
contemporaneity, reflecting to some extent the views of earlier exegetes.

Many Muslim scholars argue that God has embedded knowledge within human beings, which is
essential for their prosperity. One of the contentious discussions concerning the verse of the
Covenant pertains to the exegetical disagreements. For instance, Allama Tabatabai connects the
verse to the spiritual realm (Malakut) of humans, while others emphasize its relation to innate
disposition (fitra) and the testimony of human intellect to God’s Lordship. Furthermore, some
exegetes highlight the purity of innate disposition and its role in recognizing divine oneness,
arguing that humans can observe the scene of the divine covenant through self-purification. In
traditional exegeses, this covenant is often linked to a pre-earthly existence. Allama Tabatabai also
suggests that as humans journey back to God, they may traverse various realms of existence, which
is not impossible. This study aims to analyze the views of the aforementioned commentators and
determine the preferred interpretation.

Research Methodology

This research employs an analytical and comparative approach, focusing on the interpretation of
this verse in the five mentioned commentaries. These commentators present distinct perspectives
on the Realm of Dharr as referenced in the verse.

Discussion

A group of commentators, including Rashid Rida, interpret verse 172 of Surah Al-A’raf literally,
asserting that before their earthly creation, humans existed as minute particles from Adam’s
progeny in the Realm of Dharr and were addressed by God. These commentators reference
authentic narrations to substantiate their interpretations. In his commentary, Rashid Rida argues,
using rational evidence, that: (a) this interpretation conflicts with reason, and (b) if Adam’s progeny
were rational beings, they should remember the covenant; if not, such a covenant would be futile.
Rashid Rida and Sayyid Qutb suggest that the locus of the covenant is reason and revelation. They
argue that God, after creating humanity, endowed them with reason and established the covenant
through prophets. According to this view, this covenant is embedded within human nature, and on
the Day of Resurrection, it will be invoked as evidence against humanity. Sayyid Qutb emphasizes
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the innate nature of the covenant, though some commentators, such as Allama Tabatabai, critique
this view, asserting that the divine covenant occurred in a pre-earthly temporal context and should
not be confined to reason and revelation. Ayatollah Javadi Amoli contends that the Qur'an contains
no evidence that God established the covenant solely through prophets.

Allegorical interpreters propose that the Qur'an employs allegories to make complex concepts
comprehensible. Makarem Shirazi suggests an allegorical interpretation of the covenant between
God and humanity. Javadi Amoli, embracing the theory of innate disposition, considers it free from
flaws. He asserts that even figures such as Pharaoh testified to God’s Lordship innately. Many
contemporary commentators and some narrators believe the covenant mentioned in the verse
occurred in this world. Allama Tabatabai deems this notion inconsistent with the verse’s context,
stating: “And [mention] when your Lord took from the children of Adam—from their loins—their
descendants.”

Allama Tabatabai suggests the existence of another realm preceding this world, where humans
acknowledged God’s Lordship. He asserts that humans possess material and spiritual dimensions,
with the spiritual preceding the material—not temporally, as proponents of the Realm of Dharr
suggest. Javadi Amoli, differentiating between material and spiritual realms, notes that the material
world, being the realm of heedlessness and sleep, cannot serve as proof for the spiritual world,
which is the realm of wakefulness and consciousness.

Javadi Amoli ultimately advocates the theory of innate disposition, suggesting that humans are
innately created to recognize God’s Lordship. This innate nature remains intact until distorted by
base desires. John Locke, critiquing this theory, argues that if theistic inclination were truly innate,
all people would display interest in theology and God across all conditions. Morteza Motahari
counters this critique, arguing that innate interests do not necessarily dominate human attention at
all times. He further contends that the multiplicity of human interests naturally shifts focus among
them, occasionally leading to temporary neglect.

Conclusion

Verse 172 of Surah Al-A’raf addresses the concept of the Realm of Dharr and God’s covenant with
humanity. The interpretation of this verse varies among commentators. Some argue for a pre-
earthly Realm of Dharr where the covenant was established through direct interaction with God.
Others view the Realm of Dharr as a metaphysical stage preceding the worldly realm in the spiritual
journey to God.

Some commentators, like Sayyid Qutb, associate the covenant with the womb, positing that God
endowed humans with innate potentials during this phase. Others, such as Ayatollah Javadi Amoli,
locate the covenant within the worldly realm, with interpretations ranging from literal dialogues to
symbolic expressions of human nature. Others, including Ayatollah Makarem Shirazi, adopt an
allegorical perspective, suggesting that human nature testifies to God’s oneness.

Allama Tabatabai identifies the Realm of Dharr as humanity’s spiritual realm, allowing
comprehension of divine truths. Javadi Amoli, his disciple, equates this realm with human nature,
asserting that introspection enables recognition of divine truths. Makarem Shirazi advocates for an
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allegorical interpretation, whereas Rashid Rida denies the existence of a Realm of Dharr, instead
viewing reason as the basis for accepting the covenant. Sayyid Qutb sees the covenant as rational
and innate, while Ayatollah Javadi Amoli considers it a higher innate reality transcending reason
and revelation.

Among these diverse perspectives, the author aligns most closely with Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s
view, despite its shortcomings in addressing narrations. Allama Tabatabai regards the covenant as
rooted in humans’ intuitive and innate knowledge, suggesting it is realized through direct
perception and spiritual insight. Consequently, the Realm of Dharr is deemed real, and God’s
covenant with humanity remains integral to their nature.
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