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Objective: Religious studies is an academic discipline and must adhere to academic
requirements, but this obligation is not an obstacle for analyzing the views of the
Bible about the sociopolitical issues of the past and today. The following
interpretation of the stories of the Bible is based on two claims: first, there is a
fundamental gap (epistemological or ontological) between the world of today and
the world of the Bible, and secondly, it is not possible to bridge that gap except with
a suitable method (demythologizing). According to this reading, the view of the
Bible about violence and bloodshed is based on its anthropology, which is narrated
in a brief and metaphorical way in the story of Adam. According to it, man
(regardless of his/her gender, status, ethnicity, nationality and race) is in the "image
of God" and "after his likeness", and God concerns of his material and emotional
needs, and has forbidden killing him, and undoubtedly punish the killers. The story
of Abel and Cain is the story of "crime and punishments" and it shows that God
revenges the blood of the innocent and will undoubtedly punish the guilty. The story
of Noah's flood recounts God's hatred of violence and bloodshed (hamas) and
reminds us the threat of these actions posing to life, society and the world. The result
is that the violence and bloodshed of the Israclites against the residents of Gaza is
against the teachings of the Bible, and no believing Jew should behave in such a
way.
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Introduction

Theological or even humanitarian motives should not be the guideline of academic studies and make the
research a tool of and subjected it to propaganda, because these prior motives influence the various stages
of research and even direct it in a desired direction. However, this rightly academic obsession and concern
should not be took so rigidly that religious scholar does not enter into a discussion of the views of religions
about past events and current issues. For example, Bible narrate events in a historical sequence, but history
in itself is not their purpose, but they try to highlight a moral or theological message behind the events:
“Biblical texts are normative texts. ... The biblical texts themselves are a normative approach to history. It
is the ancient historians who is saying that there is a norm, a standard, a moral lesson, a theological lesson,
a lesson about the nature of reality that should be learned from these historical events, and here is what they
are. And they deal with the historical events in order to get across that message” (Strong, 2015: Lecture 4).
Therefore, decoding this hidden moral and/ or theological message of biblical narratives is essentially an
academic study not a theological one. By demythologizing some of the stories in the Torah, the author has
attempted to clarify the position of this fundamental book on so important and influential issues such as
anthropology, killing, violence, barbarism, and so on.

Research methodology

There are at least three prominent views on the relationship between ancient and modern worlds, a
relationship that justifies our methodology: 1) difference in rank (Evolutionism); 2) difference in mental
functions (Epistemology); 3) difference in worldview (Ontology). The theorists of the last two views point
out that we cannot have a correct judgment about the meaning and permanence of ancient beliefs except by
entering into the specific epistemology or ontology of the past. Richard Palmer has listed three meaning for
the Greek verb root herméneuein: “fo express aloud in words, that is, to say; (2) fo explain, as in explaining
a situation; and (3) to translate, as in the translation of a foreign tongue” (Palmer, 1969: 13). In the third
sense, “one brings what is foreign, strange, or unintelligible into the medium of one's own language. Like
the god Hermes, the translator mediates between one world and another” (Ibid, 27). Demythologization is
such a method and process, and our one in the research ahead.

Discussion

This discussion should begin with biblical anthropology, the main lines of which are figuratively outlined
in the two stories of the creation of Adam (Genesis 1:26-29; Genesis 2:4b-3:24). In short, if God personally
and voluntarily created human, and if not king but human (regardless of gender and status) is the image of
God, and God is concerned about human’s material and emotional needs, then drawing boundaries between
humans, giving superiority to one people over the another, killing and harming humans (regardless of
gender, status, ethnicity, nationality, and race) is against God's will and brings His punishment. The murder
of Abel by Cain is the first human act against God's will, which leads to Cain's rejection and exile, and man's
stubbornness and persistence in harming the lives of others leads to God's action to cleanse the earth in the
story of the Flood.

The Bible speaks of a single creator God who “is not at all morally indifferent. On the contrary, morality
and ethics constitute the very essence of His nature” (Sarna, 1970: 17). One of His universal demands is the
prohibition against killing, which is explicitly mentioned in the sixth commandment of the “Decalogue.”
The Jews believe that the “Decalogue” are laws that God has made for us and following them is a duty,
whereas in the ancient Middle East it was believed that laws were made by humans, especially kings:
“Implicit in this biblical view is that God is Israel's king, hence its legislator. This elevated the status of law
beyond matters of practicality and endowed it with sanctity” (The Jewish Study Bible, 2004: 14). Therefore,
the prohibition of killing is both a law (social) and a duty (religious), and committing it is both a crime and
a sin. This is why Cain will be both “a ceaseless wanderer on earth” (Genesis 4:12) (social punishment) and
will be expelled from the presence of God (Genesis 4:14 and 16) (religious punishment). This story is the
story of “crime and punishment,” because according to Bible, not only killing but harming another person
is a violation of God’s command and the perpetrator will not be able to enter the divine court. “You shall
not murder” (Exodus 20:13) and it does not matter whether the victim is a woman or a man, a child or an
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old, a member of one’s own people or another, a believer or an unbeliever, an individual or a group, etc.
and if committed, God’s command will be violated and God’s punishment will follow. The culmination of
these divine punishments is figuratively narrated in the Flood story.
God is going to destroy all things, and the biblical writers have a moral justification for this action: “The
earth is destroyed because of hamas (literally, “violence and bloodshed” but including all kinds of injustice
and oppression), and Noah is saved because of his righteousness. In this story, Israel’s god does not act
capriciously but according to clear standards of justice” (Hayes, 2006, Lecture 4). The biblical writers
distinguish between two paths, and consequently two outcomes: violence and bloodshed (lawlessness) in
the one hand, and righteousness and purity on the other. The outcome of one is destruction and annihilation,
and the outcome of the other is salvation and life. The purpose of the creation of man was not violence and
bloodshed, but righteousness and purity and walking with God. The story of the flood is demythologized in
such a way that violence and bloodshed not only target “individual life” but also throw “society” into chaos,
and as a result threaten the “entire chain of life” (three units that are inseparable in mythopoeic thinking).
Conclusion
Although “the State of Israel is not the Jewish equivalent of the Vatican or even, more broadly, the Church”
(Neusner, 2010: 35), “in the State of Israel only Orthodoxy is recognized by the state” (Ibid. 23). If
“Orthodox Judaism remains committed to the view that the Written as well as the Oral Torah were imparted
by God to Moses on Mt Sinai” (Cohn-Sherbok, 2017: 400), then it should be remembered that God says:
“You shall not render an unfair decision: do not favor the poor or show deference to the rich; judge your
kinsman fairly. Do not deal basely with your countrymen. Do not profit by the blood of your fellow: I am
the LORD. You shall not hate your kinsfolk in your heart. Reprove your kinsman but incur no guilt because
of him. You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against your countrymen. Love your fellow as
yourself: I am the LORD” (Leviticus, 19:15-18).
In response to the “Tofan Al-Agsa” over the past 10 months, the Israel government has killed about 40,000
people (about 70 percent of them are women and children) and injured about 90,000 people. To this violence
and insane bloodshed, one must add indirect deaths, the deplorable situation of refugees, education, health,
food ... of survivors. According to the Bible, the Jewish people have experienced many hardships, but an
“orthodox” branch of this people has now become the cause of others’ hardships and continues to pursue
this evil without fear of universal judgment (and, more painfully, with the support of the world’s bullies).
This branch of the “people of God” with unprecedented violence and bloodshed ignores the right of
education and health (by destroying schools and hospitals) and the right to life of man who is in the “image
of God” and after “his likeness” and therefore threatens the order prevailing in the soul (morality), society
(justice) and the world (order), and has taken a path contrary to the will of their God. Therefore, they should
be reminded of the words of the prophet Amos (4mos, 5:14-15):

Seek good and not evil,

That you may live,

And that the LORD, the God of Hosts,

May truly be with you,

As you think.

Hate evil and love good,

And establish justice in the gate;

Perhaps the LORD, the God of Hosts,

Will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.
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