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Introduction

Research indicates that religion is coeval with humanity and has continuously played
a significant role in individuals’ personal and social lives. Questions concerning the
function of religion in human life—such as which human needs religion addresses,
what benefits and functions it serves, and what role it plays in human existence—
have been raised in various forms since the emergence of religion.

Diverse perspectives have emerged regarding the function of religion in human life.
Some maintain that the aim of religion is to secure human worldly well-being; others
limit religion’s mission to spiritual affairs and guiding the path to salvation in the
afterlife; while yet others argue that well-being in this world and the next are
intertwined, and that religion is responsible for the well-being of both, offering
distinct programs for each. (Sobhaninia, 2010, p. 33; Shoja’oddini, 2014, p. 1).
Muhammad Igbal Lahori is one of the most influential thinkers in the movement of
religious renewal, whose primary objective was to warn against the political and
cultural dangers posed by nineteenth-century Europe, to overcome Western colonial
domination and influence, and to restore Islam’s former stature and Muslims’
political power. Unlike those who advocated accepting tradition and rejecting
modernity, Igbal does not reject modernity; rather, he subjects it to critique. He
considers attention to the positive dimensions of the West and modernity essential
for implementing an authentic Islam. Igbal called for the Muslim ummah to return
to its originality and to recover its lost dignity and greatness. He states: “I intend,
taking into account the philosophical tradition of Islam and its recent developments,
to revive and renew the new domains of knowledge and the philosophy of Islamic
religion.” (Dehqan Simkani, 2011, p. 6).
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The aim of this study is to examine and analyze Iqbal Lahori’s perspective on the function of religion and to answer
the following question: What functions does religion have from Igbal Lahori’s viewpoint?

Research Method

This study employs a descriptive—analytical method based on library sources. In the first stage, Igbal’s works were
studied and reflected upon; alongside this, research by scholars and researchers of Igbal’s thought was utilized.
Discussion

From Igbal’s perspective, religion is an endeavor to discover the reality of human existence, leading to self-knowledge
and knowledge of the world. He regards religion as a system encompassing universal truths, whose sincere acceptance
transforms human existence. He considers the essence of religion to be religious experience and its primary aim to be
the guidance of humanity. Igbal is an intellectual concerned with religion; he accepts a traditional reading of religion
alongside the use of modernity and innovation, considering both the exclusivity of religion to traditional interpretation
and the abandonment of tradition in submission to modernity as equally ineffective. He regards religion’s effectiveness
and its acceptance by people as contingent upon its responsiveness to contemporary needs; hence, he deems the
harmony of religion with science necessary, stating that religion must develop in tandem with current knowledge, lest
it fall into stagnation and backwardness and become ineffective.

Igbal considers religion to encompass both individual and social issues, providing humans with a worldview, shaping
their perspective of the world, and refining their thought. According to him, in its sublime manifestations, religion is
neither dogma nor asceticism nor ritual; rather, it is a program for human development toward accepting greater
responsibility. (Igbal Lahori, 2000, p. 394). Igbal says religion does not belong to a specific instinct or the particular
condition of individuals and society; rather, it encompasses everything that arises from human existence: individual,
social, emotional, and intellectual issues, formal or informal, and so on. (Igbal Lahori, 2000, p. 34). From Igbal’s
viewpoint, one of the most fundamental missions of religion is individual edification; humans attain perfection through
religious teachings. (Sumra Khan, 2017, pp. 49-50).

From Igbal’s perspective, the establishment of a government to create a monotheistic culture is essential; thus, he
regards government as sacred and believes it should pay special attention to spiritual and religious affairs. He considers
government, politics, and even republicanism to be dependent on religion and inseparable from it. He pays special
attention to religious ijtihad (independent juridical reasoning), regarding it as the link between eternal principles and
the transient, fluid issues of individuals and society. ljtihad is the main avenue for reform and reconstruction of
religious thought, capable of establishing harmony between timeless principles and new, daily needs. Igbal does not
accept individual ijtihad; rather, he considers it the special right of the legislative assemblies of Islamic countries.
Conclusion

Igbal is a religious intellectual who, on the one hand, is concerned with religion and, on the other, advocates scientific
progress; he seeks a path for harmonizing religion with knowledge and technology. From his viewpoint, religion
encompasses all dimensions of human existence and serves as a program and roadmap for life; hence, he strove to
create a religious and intellectual system in which religious knowledge and new sciences—such as quantum physics,
the theory of relativity, and others—coexist, so that, in addition to fixed human needs, new and variable needs can also
be addressed. In interpreting religion, he is neither captive to a traditional outlook nor subservient to modernity; rather,
he attempts to reconcile both.

According to his view, religion, at the individual level, plays a role in matters such as ethics, self-development,
imparting meaning to life, resolving the issue of immortality, providing knowledge, intellectual growth, and so forth;
furthermore, worship and obedience to God, which respond to humans’ innate and inner needs, are organized through
religion. In Igbal’s discourse, the social function of religion is more evident in matters such as social justice, freedom,
social unity and cohesion, and political engagement. He considers religion’s function in creating social unity and
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cohesion to be unparalleled and regards a religious society as free from accepting any form of oppression and
domination. He does not see religion as separate from social, political, cultural, and other institutions.
A noteworthy point in Igbal’s thought is his approach to the social function of religion. While the individual function
of religion is acknowledged by all scholars of religion, he regards Islam as a social religion that, in addition to
individual rights, pays special attention to human social rights. According to Igbal, politics is one of the issues
emphasized in Islamic teachings; based on his understanding of Islam, governance is the right of the majority of the
people; thus, he prefers a republican government based on Islamic teachings over other forms of government, although
he does not consider a republican government free from flaws.
In Igbal’s belief, the continuity of social life depends on the coexistence of fixed and variable principles and laws;
some principles and laws must be fixed, while others must be variable and commensurate with the exigencies of the
time and people’s needs. The absence of either type of law creates an irreparable gap in religion’s effectiveness.
Compatibility between eternal principles and variable laws is essential; this is achieved through ijtihad. Hence, he
considers ijtihad the most important path for reconstructing religious thought, capable of organizing societal affairs,
updating religious teachings and beliefs, and appropriately responding to individual and social human needs. Igbal
places special emphasis on religious experience, considering it the essence of faith; based on such an outlook, he
interprets certain religious categories.
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